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editorial 


by Jeanne Wood 


reinventing 


gm not so big on the romance, myself. 
J Mention the word to me and I 
immediately think of bad daytime 
TV, or all those indistinguishable card- 
board cutout people from shows like 
The Bachelorette. 

Thankfully, our contributors have 
been far more imaginative when it comes 
to romance. Seems there’s a lot of hard- 
core romantics out there, and lots of you 
were inspired to put pen to paper on the 
subject (thanks for all the submissions, 
by the way—seemed like every time I 


Defining Romance 


by Gerri Krienke 


checked the Womonspace email account 
there was something new waiting for 
me). Some wanted to bask in the glow 
of romance. Others shared my cynicism, 
but they didn’t stop there. Instead of 
dismissing romance, they wanted to rein- 
vent it, make romance into something 
that resonates in their own lives, 
whether it’s life with their partner or 
life on their own. I hope this issue gets 
you thinking about romance ina 
whole new way. Enjoy!¥ 


ow do I define romance? Well, I believe it has to do with making a woman 


feel special. That then leads to feeling a more intimate connection with each 


other. Every person desires love and acceptance. When I have the intention 


of making a woman feel special, she also feels loved and accepted. 


womonspace 


Romantic moments can be large or small—if you do something because you 
want to, because you care about her and want her to know that, it doesn’t matter 
much what you do. Some tend to think romance always has to be extravagant, 
which is simply not true. Let your lady know how much you care about her (in 
any way) and she’ll be happy and feel cared for. 

It could be a small post-it note she sees in the morning with “have a wonderful 
day”, a movie at home with candles and popcorn (cuddling too, of course), 
a back or foot rub (play Enya while doing this to relax her and set the mood), 


a date-night together, a weekend away...from small and simple to over- 


extravagant. Find out what she considers romantic and incorporate those things. 
There are so many ways to make your lady feel special and it’s great when these 
are done periodically throughout the year (not just on Valentine’s Day). And, hey, 
it’s wonderful when your efforts lead to further intimacy afterwards (wink!).¥ 
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splinters from the board 


President’s Musings our Volunteer Coordinator confirmed 


that they were well received. 

We look forward to hosting you at 
the February dance (February 12), 
which will be a joint concert/dance in 
cooperation with Edmonton Vocal 
Minority. Don’t miss the fun...we 
promise to have a small token valentine 
novelty item for those that attend, but 
you have to show up to discover what 
it might be... 

In an effort to become more trans- 
parent (yes, we want you to see right 
through us), board minutes will be 
published on the Womonspace website 
and will be available to any member 
wishing to have a copy. Additionally, 
all members are welcome to attend 
board meetings in a non-voting capacity. 
Please contact us if you are interested 
in attending a riveting, not-to-be- 
missed meeting. 


Ithough the New Year has come 

and gone and for most of us life 

has returned to a familiar routine, 
I would be remiss if I didn’t extend a 
heart-felt thank you to all of the volun- 
teers who worked so hard in making 
the New Year’s Eve dance such a fun 
and celebratory event. Just to ensure 
that everyone adequately appreciates 
their * 2005 stocking,” credit must be 
extended to our infamous Treasurer 
who singlehandedly went out and 
purchased a $10 sewing machine, and 
convinced her trusty allies that we 
should spend many hours customizing 
and constructing 180 of these little gems. 
Yes, the commemorative memento that 
you received at the dance remains near 
and dear to the hearts of several of your 
board members...hope they grow on 
you!! The unallocated stockings were 


donated to the Royal Alex Hospital and —Cheers until next month, Norma 


, ell another month is over and the deep freeze of an Alberta winter is cer- 


tainly upon us. For those of you who are willing to brave the tempera- 
tures and head out the door here is a list of some things to do. 


February 12, 2005 
A co-sponsored concert and dance with EVM at Hellenic Hall. 


February 26, 2005 
A co-sponsored dinner and karaoke at Prism. Tickets $15 in advance only. Cocktails 
at 6:00 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM 


Please note that the date of this year’s golf tournament is July 18, 2005. We will be 
starting to get things going soon so if you would like to be involved or have any 
suggestions for things that you would like to see at the tournament, drop the orga- 
nizing committee a note through the Womonspace e-mail. Looking forward to 


seeing you all back again this year and many more new attendees, so book that time 
off now if you need to.¥ 
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what's up in february 


saturday, february 5, 10 am 
Womonspace Board Meeting. Come 
and share your ideas. Leave a message 
at 482-1794 for the location. 


thursday, february 10, 7 pm 
Speed Dating for Women Only. Have 
fun and find romance. Dinovi’s 
Martini Lounge, 10121-124 Street, 
upstairs. $20 per person (includes 
beverage). Limited spots available so 
sign up early. Visit www.geocities.com/ 
WomenSpeedDate or contact 
WomenSpeedDate@hotmail.com for 
more information. 


saturday, february 12, 7 pm to 1am 
Valentine’s Groove. Concert and dance 
presented by Edmonton Vocal Minority 
and Womonspace. Doors open at 7 PM. 
EVM Performance at 7:30 pM. Dance 
at 9 pM. Tickets for the concert and 
dance are $15/$10 (low income) and 
can be purchased in advance at Earth’s 
General Store, The Front Page, and 
TIX on the Square, or at the door. 
Tickets for the dance only are $10 and 
will be available at the door. 


thursday, february 17 
Showcase begins broadcasting The L 
Word. Watch TV listings for details. 


saturday, february 19, 9 pm 
B & D Emporium Edmonton presents 
Absolute Kink IIf at the Delta 
Edmonton Centre Ballroom. There 
will be dancing, a fashion show, a 
photo booth, vendors area, and staged 
scenes. Tickets are $20.00, available in 
advance and at the door. There is a 
strict dress code; Leather, latex, fetish, 
uniform, formal or black, or 
combinations of all of the above. Visit 
www.bdemporiumedmonton.com for 
more information. 


wednesday, february 22 
B&D Emporium Edmonton opens at 
its new location, 11745 Jasper Avenue. 


saturday, february 26, 6 pm 
Womonspace and Prism join forces 
to present an evening of dinner and 
karaoke! Cocktails at 6 PM, dinner at 
7 PM, followed by karaoke and 
dancing. Tickets are $15.00, 
available in advance at Prism 
(10524-101 Street), Earth’s General 
Store (2nd Flr., 10832-82 Avenue), 
and the Pride Centre of Edmonton 
(#45, 9912-106 Street). 


AO 6 topic... 


Max 600 words text and photo by march 1 
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wey those dark winter months 


or your slopitch team? OF is 


& more eplritual rebirbh? Vell us 
what spring thaw means to you. 


, WOIRON nepace@hounelcon 


Community news 


2005 promises to be an eventful year for 
Pride Centre and the GLBT community 
in Edmonton! Our city has a new mayor 
committed to proclaiming Pride Week! 
Pride Centre will be celebrating our one- 
year anniversary! We have lots of 
upcoming events planned to bring 
together people and to build community. 
Not to mention there are loads of com- 
munity groups with their own unique 
functions as well as local businesses and 
clubs all needing our support. 

The board is still negotiating for 
storefront space in the downtown core. 
This has all taken a bit longer than we 
anticipated but great things always come 
to those who wait! You will be the first 
to hear when we have signed a deal! 

Yesterday marked the one year 
anniversary of the passing of one 
of Edmonton’s most vibrant GLBT 
leaders, Steve Rowan. Steve was co- 
chair of the previous board of the Gay 
and Lesbian Community Center of 
Edmonton (GLCCE). The board has 
unanimously agreed that we should 
honor the contribution of Steve Rowan 
to the GLBT community of Edmonton 
by naming our meeting room in the 
centre “The Steve Rowan Community 
Room”. We will get a plaque made in 
his honor and have a small community 
celebration. Watch for further news 
about this event. 


News from the Pride Centre 


by Kathy Da Silva 


Happy new year to all of you! 


Blair Croft has taken over respon- 
sibility for all the volunteers working 
with Pride Centre. He is doing a bang- 
up job organizing schedules, updating 
resource binders, and streamlining sign- 
up and documentation by moving from 
paper to online records. He will be 
working closely with Joanne MacCuish 
and the Pride Centre team of coun- 
sellors. Our Counselling Team has 
increased by one! Revekka Kakoullis, 
M.Sc., C. Psych. has joined the Pride 
Centre team! Welcome and thanks for 
volunteering from all of the board! 

Pride Centre is trying to compile a 
list of doctors who work well with the 
GLBT community. If you are aware of 
the existence of one or more of these 
characters (there must be a few not on 
our current list), please email their name, 
address and phone number to Joanne at 
maccuish@interbaun.com 

If you have a friend who would like 
to receive news from Pride Centre, 
please pass along their email address. 
Pride Centre will be running a campaign 
to increase official membership in the 
next couple of months. For the time 
being, all 60,000 plus GLBT individuals 
in Edmonton are honorary members! 

Please visit our web site, www.pride 
centreofedmonton.org, to check out 
our drop-in and counselling schedules.¥ 
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a@tis with a heavy heart that lam 
J writing this article. It is one of the 
hardest articles I’ve written and not 
because I don’t want to, as is the case 
most of the time. How do you find the 
words to describe the impact Carol 
Cattell had on the lives of so many 
individuals in our community and do 
justice to a wonderful woman? A light 
went out in the community when Carol 
passed away Friday January 7, 2005 
from cancer. Carol left behind her part- 
ner of eighteen years, Louise Gagne, 
her family and many loving friends. 
When Carol came onto the board it 
was at a time when Womonspace was 
struggling to keep going financially. 
Through penny-pinching and lots of 


hard work, the board managed to create 
a healthy and stable organization ina 
few years. Carol decided that after seven 
years of keeping us on the straight and 
narrow as the treasurer that it was time 
to try something new. Although Carol 
had worked with the Pride Committee 
for a year there were other organiza- 
tions that she was interested in partici- 
pating with. Carol stayed on as the 
vice-president to advise the board for 
another year but ended the year as the 
President. 

Carol’s main endeavor for the past 
five years and where most of us had a 
lot of fun with her was her golf tour- 
nament. In the fall of 1999 Carol 
approached the Womonspace board 
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photo courtesy Be: 


Community news 


with the idea to start a golf tournament 
for anyone who wanted to go camp for 
the weekend and have a round of golf. 
In July of 2000 Carol put on the first 
annual tournament for a couple dozen 
women. In the years since, the tourna- 
ment has grown and last year it had 72 
golfers registered, the number we 
decided would be the most golfers we 
could accommodate. In the coming years 
we will have to start a third round to 
keep up with the growing numbers that 
come to support it. 

Carol was such a vibrant woman and 
did so much for the gay and lesbian com- 
munity. In 2003 she was recognized for 
her contributions and received the 
Maureen Irwin Award. The golf tour- 
nament she created and loved so much 
will be named for her to recognize her 
contribution to Womonspace and its 


membership. 

For myself I feel that I was very lucky 
and fortunate to work with Carol over 
the years. Last year was hard because 
we were unsure if Carol would be able 
to attend the golf tournament. Not only 
was she able to attend, she helped to 
organize it and even participated. This 
will be the first time in the years of 
helping Carol with her tournament that 
I will not toast its success with her and 
get a hug when we are sitting at the 
Saturday night fire. 

I was happy to see the diversity of 
the people whose lives were touched by 
her when we attended her wake. She 
was loved by many and will be missed 
by all of us that were fortunate enough 
to know her. Thank you Carol for 
everything.¥ 


My partner and | had the opportunity to meet Carol this past summer at 
the Womonspace Annual Golf Tournament. | am so sorry to hear about 


her passing, that kind of news always comes as a shock. 


Our sincere wishes are being sent to Louise and everyone else who was 


close to Carol. She was a wonderful lady, and really helped us to feel 


welcomed at the tournament! She was also a hell of a golfer, it was a 


treat to play a round with her! 


—Best regards and kind wishes, Dana & Vickie @ GIRLSGO Productions 


Very sorry to hear about Carol. 


My condolences to her partner Louise. 


womonspace february 2005 


—White Calf 


romance 


omance is the glorious surprise 
of encountering the soul mate 
.of your life and the world taking 
on the colours of the rainbow. Romance 
is also sharing that first magical snow- 
fall when the shimmering dazzle reflects 
the awesome love you feel for each other. 

Romance is a dark room imbued 
with the aroma of lit candles floating in 
a bathtub suffused with rose petals and 
intriguing scents. Blindfolded for half an 
hour, you are driven to a secret space on 
your second anniversary! What a relief 
when your eyes are unbound and you 
realize that you are in for an evening of 
delights! I should have remembered how 
she seduced me with soothing romantic 
baths and gentle massages. 

The year we met, romance was a 
series of impressive meteorological splen- 
dours in the night skies, or did we just 
imagine these phenomenons during our 
long walks under the stars? Showers of 
meteorites and three lunar eclipses sig- 
naled our love to the cosmos. 

Romance is that tender touch at the 
Christmas Tree Festival when erotic 
explosions melted my entire being. 
Romance is realizing that fantasy of 
sharing loving intimacy for a whole day 
while imbibing Beaujolais Nouveau. 

In those early months, romance was 
when my honey asked me to come for a 
meal and bring my hibachi. How 
I looked forward to a fine barbecued 
steak! Lovingly, I settled for the lowly 
hot dogs that she served me. Now 
romance ts her delight at sharing tasty 
gourmet meals by candlelight and wine 
with beautiful music in the background. 

Romance was being at Queen 
Elizabeth Park in Edmonton or in 
Jasper photographing my sylvan 


Romance is... 


by S.S. 


sweetheart hugging a huge tree as 
warmly as she hugs me. Romantic 
amazement was giving each other a 
dozen red roses for our first anniversary. 
Romance was rocking the van in the 
Rockies and enjoying sunrises and sun- 
sets together at home and on the road. 

Romance is gardening together in 
the spring or raking the leaves in 
autumn. Romance Is shopping together 
for food or for lumber to refurbish our 
love nest. Sharing our lives and our 
daily experiences, sharing our concerns 
for the marginalized and laughing 
during our playtimes brings romance 
to our life together. 

All in all, romance is as simple as 
seeing her blue eyes sparkle when I 
smile at her and tell her how beautiful 
she is. It’s hearing her laughter, and 
knowing that she loves to hear me sing. 
It’s smelling the roses of life together 
and knowing that we are doing so!¥ 


Womonspace needs fo fill a vacancy 
on the board. The Secretary's duties 
include: 


* taking minutes at all Womonspace 
meetings and making them 
available to members 
responsibility for all 
correspondence, including e-mail 
and the telephone line 


Being part of the Womonspace board 
is a great way to meet people and 
help out your community. If you're 
interested in the position or would 
like more details, contact 

womonspe. -@hotmail.com or leave 4 
message at 489-1794. 
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Leather 
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Punk 
Boots/Shoes 
Toys 
Custom 


OO ee 
and 


..unite to bring you an evening of 
dinner, song and dance 


beef dinner with all the trimmings 

ollowed by karaoke and dancing. 

specials will be available all night! 

When: Saturday February 26th 

Where: Prism 

Time: Cocktails at 6 pm, Dinner at 7 pm 
Karaoke and Dancing until Closing 

Cost: $15.00 per person 

4ckets will be available in advance at Prism (10524-101 
tth’s General Store (2nd Fir., 10832-82 Avenue), 
de Centre of Edmonton (#45, 9912-106 Street). 
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Solo Romance 


by Shalena Brown 


omance is often seen as flowers 

and heart-shaped chocolate boxes 

and of course Love, which means 
sex a lot of the time. As a single person, 
I don’t like the fact that Romance has 
been placed in a couple-only category; 
this does not have to be the only way to 
look at it. 

I classify love as not merely saying 
the word but a feeling of being cared 
for and appreciated for who you are. 
You don’t have to go on a chocolate and 
jewelry shopping spree to make some- 
one feel loved. If we all are nice to just one 
person we can make their day better. 

For example, while writing this article 
I had the flu. It was not helping me 
with the “love oneself” mindframe I 
have been working on but since I didn’t 
have a choice I went with it. My friend 
came over with my school work and 
five different types of beverages (this 
included a five minute lecture on dehy- 
dration). My roommate called me during 
his break to check up on me, and has 
been known to bring me Bounty bars 
and cookies. 

I don’t have the space to tell you 
every time someone has made me feel 
special and cared for but that’s not 
really the gist of what I’m rambling 
about. This is an example of true Love 
to me, and the way I want to celebrate 
Valentines Day. 

also do many loving things for myself 
all the time and hope everyone (even 
coupled people) will take the time and 
spend quality time with the most impor- 
tant person in their lives—themselves. 


Here are a few ideas: 

¢ Bubble bath with candles and 
whatever music you like (I would 
also add a good book) 


¢ Prepare, buy, order out for your 
favorite food 

e Rent a movie (going out is a option 
but the theaters are usually full of 
couples on Valentine’s Day) 

e¢ Wear your PJ’s all day (I wait until 
I’m home, but that’s just me) 

¢ Do some soul-searching, get into the 
nitty-gritty of how you tick 

¢ Solo sex (since this is my first article 
for Womonspace | don’t know if I’m 
able to give ideas—either way, I’m 
sure you can figure it out) 


I think that Valentine’s Day does not 
have to be about being in a relationship 
with anyone other then yourself. That 
alone will take a lot of your time. We are 
all very complex beings and since we do 
not have our own personal manuals, we 
have to make our own.¥ 


topic for march... 


starting over 


Have you ever made 
the decision to start 
all over again? Did 

you finally realize 


- 


that the career = 
you'd always 
dreamed of was 
really making you 
miserable? Or thata | 
relationship wasn't the fairy § 


tale romance you thought 
it was? Or that It was time | 
to strike out on your Own? 
Max 500 words text and 
photo by February 10. 


send to: womonspace@hotmail.com 
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Community news 


Steppin’ Out 


by Sandra & Bonnie 


, hen was the last time you went 
‘to buy a card for that “special 
someone” in your life, only to 
have found that heterosexual cards 
don’t work worth diddley for lesbians? 
Whether it is for a birthday, anniver- 
sary, Valentine’s, or an everyday occa- 
sion, you end up making “adjustments” 
to the card you have just purchased. We 
too have experienced the same frustra- 
tion, so we decided to create Steppin’ 
Out, a fun and trendy greeting card com- 
pany created specifically for the gay 
community. 

Great Idea! So how did we make it 
happen? Research, research and more 
research! From trademarks to copyrights 
to barcodes to card stock, there was a 
lot to learn. When it was time to create 
the cards, we began playing with sassy 
one-liners for the text and let our cre- 
ative juices flow as we drew the artwork. 
The name Steppin’ Out and logo design 
came out of one of our first card cre- 
ations. We both draw and paint the cards 
and almost every card is the product of 
shared ideas. The cards are inspired by 
our everyday life and we’ve tried to cap- 
ture moments everyone can relate to. 
We sometimes think that we are either 
absolutely brilliant or totally insane to 
have taken on such a big task. Either 
way, we’ve had lots of fun amongst all 
the work, and have laughed at each 
other and ourselves often. 

\we fay. been overwhelmed with the 
positive teedback we have received so 
far. Some of the comments used to 
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“ 


describe the cards are 


cute, trendy, 
quirky, warm, fun, personable and 
sassy!” Our market has expanded to 
include Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver, 
Saskatoon, Toronto and St. John’s in 
Canada; and New York, Vermont, San 
Francisco, and Florida in the United 
States. We have been featured with mag- 
azines such as Outlooks, Desire, She 
and Curve (and now, Womonspace!). 

So what’s in the future for Steppin’ 
Out? We are currently working on a kid’s 
line of cards for Easter, Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day; and cards for new parents 
(same-sex of course). Our goal for the 
next five years 1s to see Steppin’ Out 
develop into an internationally known 
greeting card company that dared to 
bridge the gap between the gay and non- 
gay community. 

At present Steppin’ Out operates as a 
web-based business. You can view and 
purchase cards at www.steppinoutcards. 
com. Each card is hand drawn and 
painted and then printed from its origi- 
nal design. We teamed up with superb 
printers (Imperial Printing) to create a 
beautifully finished product. The cards 
are 5% inches square and come witha 
5% inch white wove envelope. They cost 
$5.25 each plus shipping, and are shipped 
in a sturdy gator pack to ensure that they 
arrive undamaged. We are also working 
on establishing retail outlets in Edmonton 
and other parts of Canada and the U.S. 
We invite you to check out our site. There 
is a section on the website for feedback 
and we’d love to hear from you.¥ 
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Romance 


by Cat 


, hen I thought about what 
}romance meant to me I 
thought I would begin by set- 
ting the mood. I'll begin by preparing 
an exceptional meal, chill a fine bottle 
of wine, and then ll prepare the atmos- 
phere: lit candles, soft music, roaring fire- 
place. OK, so I don’t have a fireplace, I 
turned the television to channel 18, but 
you get the idea. Then I thought I would 
turn to my trusty Oxford dictionary/ 
door jam to help point me in the right 
direction for a full-bodied depiction, 
like a fine red wine, of what romance 
means to me. I was hopeful...terms like 
“a story with a fantastic view of 
reality,” “idealization of everyday life,” 
“prevailing sense of wonder and 
mystery,” “sentimental or idealized 
love”...but wait. As with every silver 
lining, at least cynics think so anyway, 
there was a tear. I couldn’t believe it, 
how could a word that often brings 
feelings of wonder, hope, and heat be 
defined with words like “unrealistic,” 
“picturesque falsehood,” “distortion of 
truth”? Oh my, this attempt to refer to 
something for the motivation I was 
looking for, to help capture what 
romance means to me, did not turn out 
to be the writing aphrodisiac I was 
hoping for at all. But maybe it is. 

Not being a cynic, but a romantic, 
the sentimental, idealistic kind, not the 
unrealistic type, I see the tear as a small 
snag easily repaired with the needle and 
thread of hope. Maybe my definition of 


romance is a “distortion of truth”. | 
mean really, my definition doesn’t really 
matter, as romance is something shared 
between two people, not one, so one 
person’s definition can’t really capture 
romance’s true essence. And, perhaps, 
their definition is more important than 
mine when it comes to defining a roman- 
tic evening. What I may find picturesque 
may be a “falsehood” to my partner. So 
in the end knowing what my significant 
other defines romance to be is what’s 
significant...isn’t it? 

And once again, the lesson that there 
are always two sides to every story has 
been reinforced. Even those stories that 
are defined to be a fantastic view of 
reality; reality best defined by two. So I 
will take the definitions I read today and 
put them away in that cavern of knowl- 
edge known as experience, so that I avoid 
creating a “picturesque falsehood” when 
being romantic. And I will be reading 
these other articles so that I will have a 
better idea of what creates that sense of 
wonder and mystery for others. So when 
opportunity knocks and I open my door 
to romance, | will idealize everyday life 
for that special person that comes my 
way. And yes, although that may mean 
ordering in or going through the 
McDonald’s drive-through, stocking the 
fridge with diet coke instead of wine, 
and turning off channel 18, it may create 
that fantastic sense of reality that writes 
the story defined and refined by two.¥ 
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MY Con QUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel. com 
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Romance, Romance 


by Jules Taylor (julietay@telus.net) 


ow sisters mine, I take this les- 
bian romancing business ever so 
seriously. At least I did. Usually 


in the initial stages my credit card bill is 
filled with various floral shops all across 
town and my nights are spent brushing 
up on how Virginia woo’d Vita (and vice 
versa)—plagiarizing lines I hope my elu- 
sive ‘she’ will never come across (that 
is, until we live together and she finds 
my stash of ‘getting the girl’ material in 
the closet)...I will make ‘casual’ visits 
to where she dwells personally or pro- 
fessionally which have in fact cost me 
far too much money and were about as 
casual as an appointment with my bank 
manager (which inevitably follows after 
I have got said girl). I will take upon her 
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~regterd Shiatsu therapist 


180.233.476 


interests—even her country (QED: Iam 
British and that’s how I initially got to 
Canada)...I will ache through endless 
nights and pine by the phone all the 
while feigning surprise when I| think she 
has finally called (“Darling who do you 
think this is...why are you talking like 
that:..-do you haveia cold’... Oh, hi 
Mum7”)...I will read up on books she 
recommends (not realising these are her 
‘I want to impress you too’ books and 
were ones she only read at university 
for a Lit course)...eventually when it is 
all too, too late, I wonder why Iam 
putting myself through such torture just 
so I can say, “Yes, I felt it was ironically 


article continues on page 17... 
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Massacring Valentine’s Day 


by Lisa Austin 


a probably shouldn’t be writing this 
J article...given that it’s for the 
Valentine’s Day issue of the news- 
letter. | probably should save it for the 
summer when people are distracted by 
golf and the Folk Festival (a.k.a the 
Lesbian Annual General Meeting). This 
article could very well cause people to 
scoff, gasp or become clinically depressed. 
But... WHAT THE HECK! Pll risk it. 

So, the topic on the floor is romance. 
Ah, romance...dewy eyes, sloppy kisses 
and wet crotches. Flowers, chocolate, 
grand displays of adoration and affec- 
tion. Then, at some unforeseen point, 
we move from celebrating the thrill of 
romance to grieving its untimely passing. 
Here’s why: 

Romance is a lie. 

In fact, my Sapphic pals, it’s THE 
BIG LIE. Women in particular have 
been sold a bill of goods when it comes 
to romance. We’ve been told that we 
should always have it and if we don’t, 
something’s missing. Romance is a drug 
that leaves us forever insatiate and unsat- 
isfied—with ourselves, our girlfriends/ 
partners and the love that’s in front of 
us. In fact, romance should come with 
a surgeon general’s warning about its 
addictive, harmful properties. 

Warning: Repeated use will result in 
unrealistic expectations and cynicism, 
followed by disappointment and bitter- 
ness. Romance mimics and may feel like 
real love, but should not be confused 
with real love. Should not be used with 
alcohol. 


WOM 0D 


I have realized, having recently 
become a ‘woman of a certain age’ (i.e., 
40), that the myth of romance is incred- 
ibly destructive. It’s a set up for dis- 
satisfaction and resentment. Too often, 
romance is like a used car. If you focus 
on the shiny paint job, you may over- 
look the fact that it’s actually a piece of 
junk. Being romantic is easy, particu- 
larly at the beginning of a relationship. 
Sticking with a person through thick 
and thin, committing to active personal 
growth, choosing problem-solving over 
blaming—that’s hard. And, let’s face it, 
we’re a lazy culture focused on imme- 
diate gratification. Why do the hard 
work real love demands, when you can 
simply buy flowers? 

Don’t get me wrong. I believe in 
romance. I believe it exists. But I look 
for it in different places and see it in dif- 
ferent ways than I used to. For me, 
romance is when my partner picks up 
my dry cleaning for me because it was 
on her way. Romance is when she listens 
to me intently (or seems to anyway) when 
I bitch about work or worry about the 
future. Romance is when she has the 
courage to work with me to find answers 
to our problems. Romance is when we 
laugh until we’re incontinent. For me, 
romance is in her commitment to me, 
to us, to our life. I don’t need flowers or 
hotel keys plopped in glasses of cham- 
pagne. That cliché of romance is the 
cubic zirconia of love. I want the real 
deal. I’m interested in the stuff that lasts. 
Because, baby...diamonds are a girl’s 
best friend.v 


ity, wee, 
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Hello Readers—heads up—Dr. Dyke was last seen running down a beach in front of a 


pack of angry-looking Vegans. 


I'm not sure what she said this time but | think that 


cannibalism may be alive and well in the Caribbean. Her last correspondence stated that if 


she ever went missing that | was to take over, so here | am........... 


Dear Lez, 
Last week | was watching TV and they were 
making fun of the Mullet. Is it not time for 
people to move on and respect our ability to be 
comfortable with how we wear our hair? Have 
people never looked at the hairdos worn along 
Whyte? | hardly think the Mullet deserves to 
be attacked. 

—Mulling over Mullets 
PS. My girlfriend wants me to cut mine off but 
| really like it. | could use some help on how 
to deal with this. 


Dear Mulling over Mullets, 

Okay, let me get this straight, you actually 
want to keep your mullet? Oh Honey, we've 
got problems. | hate to break the news to 
you but your girlfriend’ right. Wake up! Do 
you even spend five minutes—no wait— 
do you even spend one second in front of 
the mirror in the mornings? If you did you 
might see her point. If it’s a no fuss haircut 
you're after then try the Angelina Jolie do 
from Hackers. It’s short but it looks good! 
Or it could just be Angelina. Still short all 
around is way better than the Mullet. It 
makes me queasy just thinking about it. 


Next time you get out of the shower, 
assuming that you take showers, spend just 
five minutes in front of the mirror. A little 
warning though, you may suddenly feel the 
need to take the plunge off the High Level. 


Just make sure you know where q salon is 
on the way to the bridge and you should be 
able to save your life. 


What I’m getting at, Honey, is that “a ‘hot’ 
Mullet there is not.” Get it? It is the most 
offensive style—if you can call it a style— 
that has ever crossed this planet. | mean, 
vintage clothing is one thing but the Mullet 
is not making a comeback here. And don't 
think that you're going to be the one to 
bring it back. It just ain't happening. It's a part 
of the ‘70s and ‘80s that society desperately 
needs to forget. My guess is that you sport 
plaid shirts every chance you get and cruise 
around in your Trans Am blasting the likes 
of Supertramp and AC/DC with your 
shotgun in the back. Can you say Aileen 
Woutnos? Sweetie, those days are long gone. 


Granted you have something there with 
not conforming to the norm and being 
comfortable in your own skin, but a 
Mullet has no place anywhere. Breeders 
think gay marriage will be the downfall to 
society but | say it’s already happened with 
the Mullet. You're just fueling the 
Breeders’ fire about what the stereotypical 
dyke looks like. Heck, I’ be scared for 
society if | saw a crowd of Mullet-bearing, 
plaid-wearing dykes marching for gay 
tights. C'mon ladies, join the twenty-first 
century already! 


Do you have a question for Lez? Send it to womonspace@hotmail.com or leave a message at 482-1794 
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February Romance— 
What about all year round? 
by The Brat 


on’t you think it is curious that 

iwe only seem to talk about 

romance in the month of 
February? Is it because of the little nude 
guy in diapers or what? Or maybe it is 
because of the chocolate with its inflated 
prices? And don’t even get me started 
on the price of flowers around that day, 
yesh! Go figure! Capitalism at its best... 
or perhaps its worst? You be the judge. 

So you think I am skeptical, bitter, 
matter-of-fact, well, you might be right 
but not because I don’t like romance. 
Don’t tar me with that brush. It’s the 
crass commercialization that I don’t 
appreciate. 

Okay, all you hard-core lesbians, hold 
on to your flannel now. I like romance! 
Yes, it is true, as a matter of fact, I love 
romance. I am a hard-core, dyed-in-the- 
wool romantic! Yep, am woman enough 
to admit it... are you? Come on, you can 


I think we need more romance. I am 
talking about showing that special some- 
one in your life that you think they are 
the tits (so to speak). It doesn’t have to 
be a grand gesture, it doesn’t have to 
involve flowers, it doesn’t even have to 
involve chocolate (but believe you me it 
helps a lot—wink, wink, nudge, nudge). 
How about the little things that you 
can do for that someone special? Show 
them that they are wonderful and 
special in your eyes. It differs for every- 
one, depending on your partner, but I 
thought I would share a few suggestions 
with you: 

1. A nice pair of slippers or socks or 
gloves or toque to keep your loved 
one warm on these cold Alberta 
nights. 


2. Serve them a special meal or take 
them out for a special dinner just 
because. (Read this as not doing 
this on naked guy’s day). 

3. Run them a nice hot bath and put 
candles around the tub. And then 
wash their back!!!! 

4. A homemade card that tells them 
how much they mean to you (silly 
or serious). 

5. Do the dishes without being asked. 
Clean the bathroom without being 
asked. 

6. Breakfast in bed. Then lunch in 
bed. Then dinner in bed. 

7. Anice flannel jacket or shirt or 
PJs. 

8. Chocolate ... okay, I know I 
succumbed to playing the 
chocolate card but really it does 
work if they like chocolate! 

9. A surprise, a pleasant one, in the 
middle of the week. 

10. A certificate for a massage from 
you for any body part they wish. 


Remember, romance isn’t reserved for 
just one day in February. 

Romance is what keeps the spark 
alive, fans the flames of our lives and 
makes the ride so much fun!¥ 
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postmodern when the protagonist 
decided to reveal their real intention...” 
(nothing like pseudo-intellectual 
mishmash to captivate the woman of 
your dreams)... 

After the romance dance has been 
accomplished there comes a point where 
I realise that she too lured me (usually 
with unintelligible conversations on the 
femininisms, Woolf, Winterson, Barnes, 


Romance, romance. . . continued from page 13. 


not replacing my West Wing DVD box 
set with stylish black and white classics 
when I know she will be dropping by. It 
is about being me all the while enjoying 
her. It’s about saying “I have never read 
a book by Virginia Woolf all the way 
through and enjoyed it”...it is about 
being my authentic self. Amen and last 
but most definitely firs-—Happy, Sensual 
Valentine’s Ms Janine! ¥ 


Hall et al that neither of us followed) 
and that in fact, her intellect is more 
measured by her dirty laundry around 
my bed for days...neglecting to brush 
her teeth at night and the din of some 
band I have pretended for months to 
love but in fact can stand no more than 
I can American Idol. 

So Ivrealise now there is more 
romance in simply just being. It’s about 
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Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: \WWomonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 
3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


New Member 
I would like to be a volunteer 


(J Renewal Ly Associate 


Total Enclosed: 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 5 


I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
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I would like to receive notification of community events via e-mail 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on Womonspace committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. 
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this 


ecently, I signed up for a speed- 

dating event for women in 

Calgary. I had the desire to make 
some new connections and it sounded 
like an intriguing way, though out of 
my comfort zone! 

The event was held at a downtown 
café. There was a nervous excitement in 
the air as I glanced at the new faces. 
Some women chatted comfortably while 
others looked more nervous than I felt. 
Holding a beverage helped me relax as 
I received a list stating the names of my 
speed-dates and the table I was to meet 
them at. 

Off I went to meet my first date. 
I stared across and was blank for a 
moment. I began with why I decided to 
do the event and asked the same. As I 
learned more about my date, the conver- 
sation went smoothly. After six minutes, 
a bell rang and I was off to my next 
date and table. My second date was 
open and bubbly. The time flew by as 
our conversation was interrupted by 
the bell. I was starting to warm up. 
Unfortunately, the next date did not 
show up. I had to wait out the time until 
the bell. My next date thought I looked 
familiar so the conversation started with 
people and places we had in common. I 
was getting more relaxed and having fun. 
I asked similar questions and worked 
with what I learned about each woman 
to ask further questions. For a couple 
dates there were awkward moments of 
silence and the bell was welcomed! 

After my last date, I was to check 
on my list which women I would like to 


First-time Speed-dating 


by Marg Fedyna 


meet again. I checked “yes” to most, as 
these women would be nice to meet in 
a group situation. After the event, 
some of the speed-daters went out to eat. 
Sitting together, a variety of conversa- 
tions went on with everyone getting to 
know each other. It was a relaxing atmo- 
sphere and fun. 

There was a dance that weekend and 
originally I had decided not to go as I 
was alone. When I walked in, I imme- 
diately saw someone who I thought was 
one of the women from the speed-date 
event, so I bounded up to her. She seemed 
happy to see me. Then I found out she 
wasn’t at the speed-date event. Oh well, 
I took the opportunity to chat with her 
anyway. Women began arriving to the 
dance. I saw some women I knew for 
sure were from the speed-date event and 
went to say “hi”. It was an instant rekin- 
dling of our friendships from Thursday 
night. It felt like I wasn’t there alone. 
The night ended up full of fun with 
new friends. 

Later, I received my matches by 
email from the organizer. Most women 
checked “yes” with the same interest of 
networking. The next day, I received a 
couple emails from women speed-daters 
wanting to keep in touch. Occasionally, 
a speed-dater sends an invite to our 
group for an outing. It’s been nice to get 
the invites, as well as the option to 
connect individually if I so desire. 

Cool experience—I recommend it!¥ 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoircom 


Lesbian Book (lu) Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Out is In An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under, who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning, or straight. Contact 
Kristy at outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

(Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!) Oliver School 10227-118 St. All levels 
welcome and encouraged to come and join in 
the fun. Call 465-3620 for more info/leave 
message. 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim (lu) Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 


new members. We bowl for fun! Contact Joy 
or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 

B'nai HaKeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 


faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 


womonspace february 2005 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 


www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lena.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris. wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 


Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 


leisure groups 


Breakfast (lu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 


the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts inter- 
ested in meeting others, talking bikes, going 
on fun rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whetlict 
you have a bike or not. Email dykesonbikes@ 
telus.net or call 476-6417 for more info. 
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resource directory 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


Open Door Club at GMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 

GayWire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 pM. #45, 9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 
Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 


of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 422-6207. 
Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counseling. Available 


at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counseling 


... continued 
is provided by a chartered psychologist and 
two registered social workers. Call the Pride 
Centre at 488-3234 or check the website at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org for a listing 
of scheduled counseling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton #45, 9912-106 St. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the month 
7:30 PM at Pride Centre. Call Lynne at 462- 
5958 or pflag@interbaun.com 

True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 pM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 


Women’s Coming Out Group Get support, information 
and meet new people in a safe, confidential 
environment. Facilitated by professional 
women. Weekly meetings starting Tuesday, 
January 11, 7:30-9:30 PM at Pride Centre of 
Edmonton, #45, 9912-106 St. For more info, 
contact Joanne at JoanneMac3@hotmail.com 
or call Pride Centre at 488-3234 and leave a 
message for Joanne or Janet. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 


parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7—9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yayedm@hotmail.com 


Classifieds 


(lassified ad deadline is 5 pM on February roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 


opportunities 


Roommate Wanted. Female to share two- 
bedroom main floor of a house. $350/month 
plus 1/3 utilities. Located 2 blocks south of 
the SPCA. Call Anne at 915-6030 


Shared accommodation. $250/mo. (all- 
inclusive except telephone). Near Kingsway 
Mall, close to bus routes to the southside and 
the university. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 


Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Isis Moon’s Studio. Lesbian Exhibit of Nudes 
(Goddesses). By appointment only. Call 
455-6351. www.goddessmysteryschool.com 


Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 


Hello! I was wondering if there are any 
women who would like to get together to 
play darts and card games (esp. crib!). Email 
me if interested at janine73@telus.net or 


call 457-1078. 


womonspace february 1005 


alexis hla 


From CASTLES to CONDOS 
....and everything in between 


Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Challenge 


: | 201, 6650-177 Street 
y Edmonton, Alberta T5T 4J5 
e fx (780) 444-8017 


nxishomes @shaw.ca worwalexishomes. int, i: 


gs © Solicitor 


— 10503 Jasper Avenue 
: idacnce Alberta TJ 3N6 
a _ (180) 442-4417 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority and Womonspace present... 


sag 


Saturday, 12.February 2005 


‘Canadian Hellenic Hall (10450 116 Street) 
Doors: 7:00/Performance: 7:30/Dance: 9:00 


. OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $5.00 
6 Months $20 
Yearly - $20 
: . Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
R me except New Year's Eve and our Aids Benefit) 


DOOR CHARGES: 
After the Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 
Womenspace Heber - Bef 

dance, the Roost ei ie ech! y 

3 é er 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 

is offering free After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover to anyone : 

whe submits a . Wee Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff... . After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


eens | 10345 - 104 Street 


